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Conservation practices & programs for your land 

What's in it for you? 

¢ƘŜ нллу CŀǊƳ .ƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
agricultural producers and non-industrial 
private forest landowners more assistance 
than ever before to voluntarily conserve 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ 
owned farm and ranch lands. Its provisions 
provide technical and financial assistance to 
help producers implement conservation 
practices that reduce erosion, protect our 
waters, improve fish and wildlife habitat, 
improve air quality, and conserve energy. 
This guide introduces the assistance 
available. 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿΚ 
ω  LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ focus on energy conservation, organic 

and specialty crop production, forestry, air quality, 
and climate change. 

ω  bŜǿ programs and initiatives that include the 
Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP), 
Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative 
(CCPI), Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative 
(CBWI), the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) Air Quality Initiative, and the 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). 
ω  {Ŝǘ-aside funding for beginning and socially 

disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 
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Financial &Economic Incentives 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers a variety of
programs to producers and landowners interested in 
conservation. Some programs offer annual conservation 
payments; others offer payments for long-term contracts 
and conservation easements.Whether through an 
agreement or easement purchase, all programs include 
Federal funds to assist with or offset costs of conservation 
practices and activities. 
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Technical Assistance 
NRCS helps customers plan 
and implement conservation
practices on private lands 
through technical assistance 
of the highest quality and 
standards. Technical assistance 
is also available through 
certified Technical Service 
Providers (TSPs). 
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