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APIO Meeting Minutes
Friday, October 23, 2009 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. PST
Council Members Present: 


Peter Bautista- President


Jay Mar- Executive VP


Gina Schworm- VP


Nick Vira- Treasurer


Angela Biggs- National Council Advisor

Regional Representatives Present: 


Shawn McVey- East Region


Gary Parks- Northern Plains Region


Mani Gomez- West Region


David Fischer- Pacific Islands Area East (Hawaii) 

Invitees Present: 


Kent Matsutani

~ Peter called the meeting to order and did roll call. 

~ Meeting minutes from October 7, 09 were reviewed and approved. 

~ Treasurer’s Report given by Nick: 

$7,500 reimbursement from California received. Two of the three scholarships have been paid, waiting on response from the third scholarship recipient. The American Samoa donation has also been sent. Nick has accepted a DC position in Billings, MT and will be moving soon.  Nick is to change the signatory authority from Kent to Nick at US Bank.  Nick is to follow up with this verbal report with a financial statement and written Treasurer’s Report. 

~ Diversity Conference Update

There is a teleconference November 3, 09 at 11:00 a.m. PST.  There was discussion regarding the site visit that was made and the signing of the Marriott Hotel Contract.  Currently, working with the training budget request approval in NHQ.  
~ Communications Report: 

Liz was not available.  Peter provided update, specifically on updating website, completion of Conference Summary and to disseminate to members at large.  Nick is to email regional reps to distribute to their regional members.  

~ Plaque for Gayle Norman: 

Peter informed meeting participants that Cheryl purchased a Hawaiian Plaque and Peter was waiting for it to be sent to California through Hue Dang to present.  Kent and Peter are to prepare Thank you cards to accompany plaque. 

~ Recruitment Initiative: 

Peter discussed the approval of the NRCS Recruitment Strategic Plan and Kent reported on his involvement on ‘Agency of Choice’ committee to address short term actions for the Chief to be prepared and presented to the Chief by the end of October. 

~ Regional Representatives Report: 


~Mani Gomez- nothing to report


~David Fischer- recruiting for 2 SCEPs


~Shawn McVey- there has been 4 new hires

~Angela Biggs- last year as National EPM, she is working on Recruiting Database for STC as resource.  She’s also working on MD-715.  Angela has accepted a position in the Charleston, IL area office to begin November 23. She will be covering 23 counties and 19 DCs in Area 5. 

~ Meeting Adjourned. 
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